'To whom correspondence should be addressed. a hormonal product of the obese cob) gene, leptin, was cloned and shown to serve as a satiety factor (9). Leptin is synthesized and secreted from fat cells in response to improved metabolic status, and it has the effect of increasmg general metabolic rate and activity levels while decreasing appetite (10-13). Based on these relationships, it has been sug the areas of t a ested that leptin serves as a metabolic signal to e bram governing appetite and metabolism (10, (13) (14) (15) (16) . The discovery of leptm receptor expression in the brain lends credence to this argument (17) (18) (19) (20) 
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